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Throughout the years, tremendous 

expansion of facilities has occurred yet 
Harcum remains committed to its 
original philosophies. Harcum College 
embraces a value system based on four 
principles: a respect for and apprecia-
tion of diversity; the ability to make 
sound ethical and moral choices; the 
need to take responsibility for self and 
others; and a commitment to lifelong 
learning. All members of the Harcum 
community are committed to the suc-
cess of one another. 

Harcum College has always placed 
learning first and is committed to pro-
viding individualized educational expe-
riences for a diverse community of 
learners. Harcum educated students in 
the arts and occupational skills, and in 
Mrs. Harcum’s words, the college re-
spected each student as an ‘‘individual 
with personal needs, interests, apti-
tudes, and aspirations.’’ 

I commend Harcum College for its 
accomplishments and commitment to 
education. Harcum has faced many 
challenges over the years, and I con-
gratulate the institution as it remains 
an outstanding educational facility.∑ 
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2000 NATIONAL DISTINGUISHED 
PRINCIPALS AWARD 

∑ Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
would like to take a moment to con-
gratulate an exceptional elementary 
school principal, Mr. Karl Schleich of 
Wasilla, Alaska. He is the 2000 recipi-
ent of the National Distinguished Prin-
cipals Award for Alaska. 

The National Distinguished Prin-
cipals Program (NDP) was established 
in 1984 as an annual event to honor ele-
mentary and middle school principals 
who set the pace, character, and qual-
ity of the education children receive 
during their early school years. The 
program is jointly sponsored by the 
U.S. Department of Education and the 
National Association of Elementary 
School Principals (NAESP). It calls at-
tention to the fundamental importance 
of the school principal in achieving 
educational excellence for pre-kinder-
garten through eighth grade students. 

Mr. Schleich’s reputation for getting 
things done was established in south-
east Alaska when, in his first position 
as an educational leader, he oversaw 
the creation of a grade 6–8 middle 
school in a former grade 7–12 building 
and then founded a regional associa-
tion to support others making similar 
transitions. As an assistant principal, 
he helped model a middle school pro-
gram that received statewide and na-
tional attention. In his role as prin-
cipal at Snowshoe Elementary School, 
he has boosted school improvement ef-
forts, developed and trained staff in 
schoolwide assessments of writing, 
reading comprehension, and early lit-
eracy skills, as well as portfolios of 
children’s work. Karl Schleich is com-
mended by his colleagues for his un-

common interpersonal skills and en-
ergy that he has demonstrated in his 12 
years as a principal. 

Our Nation’s future depends on to-
day’s educators. Currently, 40 percent 
of America’s 4th graders read below the 
basic level on national reading tests. 
On international tests, the nation’s 
12th graders rank last in Advanced 
Physics compared with students in 18 
other countries. And one-third of all 
incoming college freshmen must enroll 
in a remedial reading, writing, or 
mathematics class before taking reg-
ular courses. This country is in need of 
more devoted and talented educators. I 
commend Mr. Schleich for his hard 
work and dedication to our children. 
He is educating those who will lead 
this country in creating, developing, 
and putting to work new ideas and 
technology.∑
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TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN JOSEPH E. 
BAGGETT 

∑ Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I 
rise today to recognize and honor Cap-
tain Joseph E. Baggett, Judge Advo-
cate Generals’ Corps, United States 
Navy, upon his retirement after twen-
ty-nine years of devoted, active duty 
service in our great nation’s Navy. 

Captain Baggett was born into a 
military family. The son of a career en-
listed Marine, Captain Baggett grew up 
in the presence of the United States 
Navy in such diverse locations as Naval 
Air Station Pensacola, Marine Corps 
Base, Camp Lejeune, and the United 
Kingdom. Raised with the values of 
Honor, Courage, and Commitment, and 
with a family tradition of service, it 
only made sense that he too would pur-
sue a military career. 

Captain Baggett graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa from Tulane University in May 
1971, and entered the Navy through 
Tulane’s Naval Reserve Officer Train-
ing Corps. At that time Captain 
Baggett raised his hand and took his 
oath to support and defend the Con-
stitution. In the years since that day 
he has devoted indeed all of his great 
energy, talent, and intellect to that 
task. He has been steadfast in his cov-
enant to this nation and his devotion 
to those with whom he has served. An 
illustrious career gives eloquent testi-
mony to his service to our country and 
to our Navy’s legal community. 

After two tours as a Supply Corps of-
ficer, including service onboard USS 
Rich (DD–820), he entered the Navy’s 
Law Education Program and com-
menced the study of law at Tulane Uni-
versity. After earning his Juris Doctor 
degree in 1977, his first tour of duty as 
a Navy Judge Advocate was at Naval 
Legal Service Office, Jacksonville, 
Florida where he served as a formi-
dable military prosecutor tirelessly 
pursuing justice on behalf of the Navy. 

Captain Baggett’s subsequent tours 
demonstrate his exceptional talent for 

international and operational law, his 
unsurpassed academic credentials, and 
his desire to serve the Fleet wherever 
required. In such diverse assignments 
as Commander Middle East Force on-
board USS LaSalle (AGF–3) and USS 
Coronado (AGF–11), Commander Ice-
land Defense Force, and Commander 
Sixth Fleet, serving onboard USS 
Belknap (CG–26) and USS Iowa (BB–61), 
Captain Baggett’s legal acumen and 
diplomatic skill repeatedly helped safe-
guard America’s Interests and project 
America’s presence in these often com-
plex areas of the world. Interspersed 
were tours in Navy’s Office of Legisla-
tive Affairs, the International Law Di-
vision of the Office of the Judge Advo-
cate General, and the University of 
Miami where he earned a Masters of 
Law degree in Ocean and Coastal Law. 

With his vast experience with for-
ward-deployed, operational forces, Cap-
tain Baggett was able to quickly con-
tribute to a number of vital, National-
level issues in subsequent Washington 
staff assignments, including tours on 
the Joint Staff’s Strategic Plans and 
Policy Directorate, as Deputy Assist-
ant Judge Advocate General for Inter-
national Law, and as the Defense De-
partment Representative for Ocean 
Policy, where he was pivotal in devel-
oping United States policy on a variety 
of issues, including issues involving the 
newly formed Russian Federation. 
With this comprehensive top-level, 
international legal perspective, Cap-
tain Baggett was the obvious choice to 
become the Counsel for National Secu-
rity to the Deputy Attorney General of 
the United States. 

Returning to the Fleet as the Senior 
Staff Judge Advocate for the Com-
mander in Chief, U.S. Atlantic Fleet, 
Captain Baggett was a major influence 
in high-level decisionmaking related to 
all aspects of Fleet operations, includ-
ing environmental coordination and 
enforcement, rules of engagement, 
medical law, military justice, and the 
legal aspects of shore activity manage-
ment. Captain Baggett’s subsequent 
tour as the Commanding Officer of the 
Navy’s flagship Naval Legal Service Of-
fice, in Norfolk, Virginia, dem-
onstrated once again his exceptional 
leadership skills. Here he mentored the 
young men and women of the Navy’s 
legal community about the operational 
imperatives of the Navy, and con-
stantly stressed the paramount need to 
serve the Fleet. 

Captain Baggett’s wealth of expertise 
of Navy won him the assignment as Di-
rector of the Legislation Division in 
the Navy’s Office of Legislative Affairs. 
In this capacity his consistent sound 
judgment and flawless tact ensured 
Navy issues were properly conveyed to 
Senate Committees and Subcommit-
tees. 

Standing beside this officer through-
out his career has been his wife Su-
zanne, a lady to whom he owes much. 
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